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nation; they impressed me as being, physically, a superior
race, and their stoicism and imperturbability were aston-
ishing. We visited Fort Armstrong, on the island, and
then continued our trip up stream.

It is useless for me to describe the magnificent scenery
that presented itself to our view all along the river. It
was more picturesque and charming than at the present
day, because it was still in its natural glory. The villages
and embryo cities were small, often simple landing places,
giving, however, indications of the future growth and im-
provements which have made the states of Illinois and
Iowa the great and prosperous commonwealths we find them
to-day.

On the morning of the 8th of April, 1834, we entered
Fever River, a small stream which empties into the Mis-
sissippi from the east, steamed up that river about six
miles, and landed safely at Galena, which was at that time
the most important city of the northwest. The day was
clear and bright, and Galena, built as it was upon the side
of a hill, the streets forming terraces one above the other,
presented a most picturesque view, far superior to anything
I had expected to find in a country which but a few years
before was almost unknown to civilization and had but re-
cently emerged from the horrors of a cruel Indian war. It
was a most pleasant surprise. The country around Galena
for a distance of forty or fifty miles east and north was
dotted with crude log furnaces for smelting the mineral,
the products of all of which had to be hauled by teams to
this port for shipment down to St. Louis, from which place
it found its way all over the country. This industry gave
employment to a large number of people. The principal
shippers at the time of my arrival were William Hemp-
stead, Messrs. Henry and Nathan Corwith, Campbell &
Smith, Moorehouse, and many others. There were several
stores in the town, with well assorted stocks of goods, suit-
able to supply the wants and necessities of the settlers and
miners throughout the country, and the volume of business
transactions was surprising.



